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Volunteers from the Warrior Run Area Fire Department visited the Warrior Run Elementary 
School Tuesday morning to present a fire prevention program. Among the tips shared, the 
volunteers spoke on the importance of having smoke detectors installed in homes, sleep-
ing with your bedroom door closed in order to prevent the potential spread of flames, and 
what to do in the event of a fire. Here, Jen MacDonald shares with the students the impor-
tance of crawling on the floor if caught in a fire.

A life-saving lesson

BY JOE SYLVESTER

THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

MIFFLINBURG — Mif-
flinburg area school board 
members on Tuesday 
approved the final read-
ing of  a policy requiring 
district booster clubs to 
undergo an annual finan-
cial audit, and to submit an 
annual budget.

The policy was among 
four to which the board 
gave final approval, while 
five others were given a first 
reading. Most of  the poli-
cies were related to board 

procedure, such as training 
and reimbursement for 
board members, and remov-
al of  any board member 
who refuses to act in an offi-
cial capacity.

Under the requirement 
for the audits, the dis-
trict approved requiring 
independent auditors to 
randomly select one to two 
booster groups each year 
for an audit. The booster 
club must provide support-
ing documentation, bank 
statements, ledgers, receipts 
and disbursements for all 
transactions. The district 

will pay for those audits. 
Booster clubs not select-
ed will be responsible for 
paying for a self-audit by a 
reputable individual or firm 
and submitting the audit to 
the district by Aug. 31.

The board also heard from 
Philip Campbell, director of  
Lackawanna College’s Sun-
bury Center. He pitched the 
college’s dual enrollment 
program for high school 
seniors to earn college cred-
its. He said seniors in the 
program have the option of  

Mifflinburg to require audits of 
booster clubs

BY MATT JONES

THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

MILTON — School board members are 
asking the question of  how many swings 
to include on the proposed playground at 
Baugher Elementary School.

During a Tuesday committee session, the 
Milton school board members weighed the 
pros and cons of  increasing the square foot-
age of  the planned playground to add eight 
more swings.

“I don’t know if  I see a value of  $48,000 
for eight more swings,” said district super-
intendent Dr. John Bickhart, adding that 
the cost for the additional swings would 
bring the total cost of  the playground up 
from $474,000 to $522,000. The size of  the 

Milton considering 
playground swings, 

wrestling coach
BY BROOKE SCHULTZ 

ASSOCIATED PRESS/REPORT FOR AMERICA

HARRISBURG — Four of  Pennsyl-
vania’s universities are plugging bud-
get gaps while they await hundreds of  
millions of  dollars in aid that has been 
snarled in a partisan dispute among 
lawmakers in a state that has one of  the 
nation’s most abysmal records for fund-
ing higher education.

Education advocates argue that even 
a proposed increase in aid won’t make a 
dent in the underfunding of  Pennsylva-
nia’s higher education.

The University of  Pittsburgh, Penn 
State, Temple and Lincoln are in line to 
receive about $623 million, a 7% increase 
proposed by Democratic Gov. Josh Sha-
piro “to keep them whole as federal aid 
shrinks.” The universities, referred to as 

Universities still waiting 
for Pa. subsidies

BY KEVIN MERTZ

THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

TURBOTVILLE — The 
Central Susquehanna Inter-
mediate Unit (CSIU) could 
be in line to become the new 
owner of  the former Wat-
sontown Elementary School 
building.

During Tuesday’s Warrior 
Run school board commit-
tee session, Superinten-
dent Dr. Thor Edmiston 
announced the property has 
been appraised at $610,000. 
He said CSIU has proposed 
to purchase the site for that 
amount.

The district vacated the 
building at the end of  the 
2015-2016 school year as it 
realigned its grades. The 
district now rents out part 
of  the former school to 
CSIU for early childhood 
education programming, 
and to the Luzerne Coun-
ty Community College 
(LCCC).

The district also closed 
the former Turbotville Ele-
mentary School building at 
the start of  this school year 
as a new elementary school 
was opened on the middle 
school/high school campus.

Warrior Run board Pres-
ident Doug Whitmoyer 
said he spoke with CSIU 
Executive Director Dr. John 
Kurelja prior to Tuesday’s 
meeting.

According to Whitmoyer, 
Kurelja said CSIU intends to 
continue using the building 
as it currently is.

“(CSIU) has full intentions 
of  leaving that college there 
as long as they want to be,” 
Whitmoyer said. “The door 
is wide open for them to 
be there, unless something 
changes from the college 
point of  view.”

In an email following the 
meeting, Kurelja affirmed 
Whitmoyer’s comments.

“If  we do purchase the 
building through an author-
ity, we would plan to con-
tinue our partnership with 
LCCC supporting and grow-
ing in whatever way we can 
the Greater Susquehanna 
Center,” Kurelja wrote. “We 
believe that their presence 
in our region is an essential 
addition to dual-enrollment 
programs in high schools, 
post-secondary options for 
high school graduates, part-
nerships with four-year col-
lege and flexible, local work-
force development training 
solutions.”

CSIU to 
purchase 
former 

elementary 
school?
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state-related universities, 
are not state owned, but 
receive subsidies.

The funding levels for 
higher education, howev-
er, lag behind those from 
decades ago.

Lawmakers approved 
funds to go out to the state-
owned higher education 
system, community colleges 
and state financial aid. If  
the Legislature doesn’t 
send any money to the 
four state-related schools, 
Pennsylvania’s spending 
on higher education will be 
below $1.5 billion in fiscal 
2023-24. That is below the 
$1.6 billion it was spending 
25 years ago.

Pennsylvania ranks near-
ly last in just about every 
measure for college afford-
ability. Tuition rates are 
high, students leave encum-
bered with more debt and 
the state gives less to higher 
education than others.

Advocates say a lack of  
state aid is a big reason for 
the higher tuition rates. The 
Keystone Research Center, 
a progressive thinktank 
organization in Harrisburg, 
found Pennsylvania spends 
$153 per capita on higher 

education, well below the 
U.S. average of  $338.

Pennsylvania’s Class of  
2020 had the third-highest 
student loan debt in the 
nation, leaving college with 
an average debt of  $39,375, 
the research center found.

This year, universities are 
addressing their budgets by 
not filling vacant positions, 
delaying upcoming raises, 
pausing some construction 
plans and putting out calls 
for advocacy from alumni. 
They planned their budgets 
with the optimism that the 
proposed increase would get 
lawmakers’ approval.

“For us, the delay really 
hits us because it’s our 
operations. And so we man-
age with any cash that we 
have sitting around,” said 
Lincoln President Brenda 
Allen. “These days — not 
a lot of  cash is sitting 
around.”

State House Republi-
cans have cited concerns 
about tuition increases 
while repeatedly denying 
the necessary two-thirds 
majority needed to send the 
hundreds of  millions of  tax-
payer dollars to the schools. 
The Democrats that control 
the House of  Representa-

tives bypassed the dispute 
last week by turning to a 
legislative maneuver that 
required approval of  only a 
simple majority, but the bill 
faces an uncertain future in 
the Senate.

The schools operate on 
the fiscal year, but revolve 
around their academic 
calendar, said Zack Moore, 
the vice president of  gov-
ernment and community 
relations for Penn State. If  
the appropriation passes in 
during the school’s current 
fall semester, the university 
will be fine, he said.

“But I do believe that if  
we get into the new year, 
into the second semester of  
the academic year, then we 
will certainly get very, very 
nervous and potentially 
have to start taking other 
fiscal actions to make sure 
that we can pay salaries, 
can operate,” he said.

House Majority Leader 
Rep. Matt Bradford, D-Mont-
gomery, agreed that tuition 
freezes were necessary, but 
said the discussion hinges 
on the state funding levels.

“We need to talk about 
how we fund our schools 
and then about the issues of  
affordability, about tuition,” 

he said. “And if  you want to 
talk about things like freez-
es, you better get real about 
the funding levels.”

It’s been a long term prob-
lem for the state, going back 
to the 1980s, said Stephen 
Herzenberg, an economist 
and executive director of  
the Keystone Research Cen-
ter.

As the era where careers 
were plentiful for people 
with only a high school edu-
cation came to an end, cuts 
started coming to higher 
education. It has made it 
more difficult for people to 
get a degree they now need 
to find good paying jobs, he 
said.

Coupled with significant 
slashes to state funding 
around 2011, Pennsylvania 
has been on a trajectory of  
ranking low for affordabil-
ity.

Even as they wait, the uni-
versities are already devel-
oping their requests for the 
next fiscal year. Hari Sastry, 
the senior vice chancellor 
and chief  financial officer 
at the University of  Pitts-
burgh, said they’ve heard 
the concerns about afford-
ability, and have pitched 
a “shared sacrifice for the 

state.”
To keep tuition flat for 

2025, it would take an 
increase of  9% in the state 
appropriation. The univer-
sity would fund about 3% 
itself, he said.

“It’s a little bit of  a dif-
ferent approach than what 
we’ve taken before,” he 
said. “But we thought it 
was important to just show, 
you know, our commitment 
to making sure that that 
tuition stays affordable as 
possible.”

The House Democrats’ 
effort to skirt the Republi-
can no votes is now before 
the state Senate, along with 
other legislation meant 
to tie up loose ends on the 
state’s spending plan. Both 
chambers are scheduled to 
return next week.

“This is a skirmish, 
which will probably be 
resolved,” Herzenberg said. 
“The long term funding 
issue is not a skirmish, it’s 
a structural problem. And 
that’s what Gov. Shapiro 
said in his budget address 
in early March — what 
we’re doing right now in 
our education isn’t working. 
And that’s exactly right.”

Universities
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He added that CSIU hopes to grow 
its early childhood programs cur-
rently housed in the building.

Edmiston said the Defenders’ 
Trading Post — a thrift store operat-
ed by students in the school district’s 
Transition program — will also 
remain in the building.

Whitmoyer said certain criteria 
will be included in the sales agree-
ment, including that a cyber school 
or charter school cannot be operated 

out of  the building.
If  the sale goes through as pro-

posed, Edmiston said it includes the 
entire property, including the Little 
League fields located to the rear of  
the building.

Jay Heater, a resident of  the dis-
trict, questioned why the district 
wouldn’t divide the land and attempt 
to sell the parcels to the rear of  the 
school building separately.

“That ground is worth a lot of  
money,” Heater said. “I’m sure CSIU 

doesn’t need all that ground. They 
are getting a bargain.”

Board member Robert Hormell 
thanked Heater for his comments, 
and stressed that a final sales agree-
ment has not been approved.

Hormell also revealed the district 
spoke with Watsontown Borough 
about any potential interest it may 
have in the property.

“There doesn’t seem to be any 
interest from the school board... to 
divide that property,” Hormell said.

In order for the sale to move for-
ward, Edmiston said it must first be 
approved by the CSIU board of  direc-
tors. If  that occurs, it will then come 
back to the Warrior Run board to be 
voted upon.

The next CSIU board meeting 
is scheduled for Wednesday, Oct. 
18. The Warrior Run board is next 
scheduled to meet Monday, Oct. 23.

Kevin Mertz can be reached at 570-742-9671 

ext. 117 or kevin@standard-journal.com.
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taking classes in Sunbury, 
online or in their own high 
school classroom.

Campbell said with the 
third option, the college 
takes the high school’s cur-
riculum and lines it up with 
Lackawanna College curric-
ulum so the seniors can stay 
in their own classroom but 
still earn college credit. He 
said tuition runs $100 per 
credit.

In other business, the 
board accepted book dona-
tions for the intermediate 
school library in the mem-

ory of  Joslyn Flickinger, 
the 9-year-old fourth-grade 
student who died Sept. 5 
from injuries sustained in 
an accident the previous 
weekend while she played 
outside.

Camp Koala donated “The 
Invisible String” by Patrice 
Karst, “Rabbityness” by Jo 
Empson, “The Memory Box 
A Book About Grief” by 
Joanna Rowland and “Ellie” 
by Mike Wu.

Aria Gessner donated 
“Tear Drop Soup” by Pat 
Schwiebert and Chuck Dek-
lyen

The board also:
• Accepted the resig-

nations Shawn Moore, 
high school social studies 
teacher, no later than 60 
days from Sept. 13; Patricia 
Schrawder, food service, 
effective Sept. 13; and Beth 
Hamilton, aide, effective 
Sept. 26; and the retirement 
of  Darlene Klingerman, 
administrative assistant, 
effective Dec. 31.

• Agreed to pay Jason 
Parker a $6,240 lead mainte-
nance stipend.

• Approved the following 
coaches: Liam Holohan, 

girls lacrosse, $4,334; Mark 
Reitz, boys track, $4,418; 
Jeff  Kiss, girls track, $4,418; 
Ron Hernandez, softball, 
$4,633; Tom Church, base-
ball, $7,284; and Matt Wells, 
boys tennis, $2,944.

• Agreed to employ Shelby 
Gessner as a long-term sub-
stitute secretary, through 
February 2024, at a salary 
of  $28,040 pro-rated.

• Decided to utilize Kelly 
Reigle, of  Fredonia, N.Y., 
as a virtual school psychol-
ogist, at a rate of  $70 per 
hour, for up to 35 hours per 
week.

• Approved the hiring 
of  Jena Bogovich, of  Mif-
flinburg, as the middle 
school guidance counsel-
or at the middle school 
at $55,950, plus extended 
contract, pro-rated for the 
remainder of  the 2023-2024 
school year; Kristi Long, 
of  Shamokin Dam, as food 
service director at $62,000, 
pro-rated for the remainder 
of  the 2023-2024 school year; 
June Bergen, aide, $13.30 
per hour; and Amber Fur-
man, library media aide, $12 
per hour.

Mifflinburg
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planned playground is 6,713 square 
feet, roughly equivalent to the size 
of  Hufnagle Park in Lewisburg, 
though the addition of  eight more 
swings would add 1,800 square feet.

Board member Lindsay Kessler 
voiced her support for considering 

the addition of  more swings to the 
planned playground. Baugher Ele-
mentary School Principal David 
Slater noted that staggering the 
number of  kids on the playground 
at any given time would likely less-
en the possibility that there weren’t 
enough swings to go around.

The board also discussed the 

possibility of  hiring a head coach 
for girls wrestling, with Bickhart 
noting the position would likely fall 
into a salary range of  $4,500.

He said there were eight to nine 
girls who participated last year. 
Given the newness of  the girls 
wrestling program, Bickhart said 
there would likely be “growing 

pains.”
In other business, the board dis-

cussed the possibility of  hiring 
another special education teacher 
to meet current needs.

Matt Jones can be reached at 570-742-9671 

ext. 119 or email mattjones@standard-journal.

com
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